
So, You Want to Show Your Dogo Argentino 
by Bonnie Blink 

 
This is not meant to be a comprehensive guide to dog shows. Just some basics for new exhibitors who 
want to show one of AKC’s newest breeds that has moved from the Miscellaneous class to Regular 
status. 

Why Show? 

First of all, what’s the point? From the AKC website: 

The official term for dog shows is conformation — as in, the act of conforming or producing 
conformity. While a dog show may look like a beauty pageant, it’s not. Dogs are not being 
compared to each other; they’re being measured by how closely they conform to the standard of 
their particular breed. Why? Because the closer a dog’s appearance is to the breed’s standard, 
the better that dog’s ability will be to produce puppies that meet the standard. It’s also the 
reason why mixed breeds and spayed or neutered purebreds are ineligible to compete in 
conformation. 

For those who are interested in showing their dogs in conformation shows in hopes of earning an AKC 
Championship, a title that will be attached to your dog’s name on registration certificates and pedigrees 
and be respected around the globe, here are some answers to questions I have recently received plus 
just some information you might find useful. 

Counting Championship Points 

The Dogo Argentino is now regular status with the American Kennel Club and eligible to earn an AKC 
championship. For information on how points are calculated, here is a link that explains that: 
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/resources/counting-points/ 

Find a Show 

If you are new to all this, you might be wondering how to find a show where you can exhibit your dog at 
AKC shows. 

All AKC shows can be found on the AKC event calendar. It can be a little hard to figure out at first, but 
every AKC show can be found there. Here is the link to the AKC Event Search: 

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search 

Shows have a superintendent and their websites are a great place to find shows but they tend to list 
only the shows they are handling. 

To superintend events held under American Kennel Club rules, an individual must hold a license 
from AKC. The following is a list of Licensed who send out information regarding upcoming 
shows for which they are responsible. You may wish to contact the superintendent and request 
to be placed on their mailing lists. 
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Show Superintendents 
Here is a list of superintendents licensed by the AKC: 

https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/resources/superintendents/ 

You’ll find that most shows in your geographical region are superintended by the same superintendent. 
For example, most in my area are done by Jack Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. But not all, so if I rely only on 
their website, I might miss a show I’d like to attend. The AKC event search is a better resource for ALL 
possible shows. Following are some links where you will find all or almost all shows: 
 
http://www.infodog.com 

http://caninechronicleshowcalendar.com/ 

Terminology 

Some terminology you should understand. 

• Upcoming Shows: shows that are coming up in the future. Entries are still open. Shows are often 
listed once approved, but detailed information may or may not yet be available. The initial 
information should show the date of the show, the date entries close, the club holding the show 
and the city, state where it will be held. Links with detailed information are active when the 
information is available such as the Premium List. 

• Closed Shows: shows that have not yet been held or are being held right then. Entries have 
closed and it is too late to enter. You’ll look here after entries close to find the Judging Program. 

• Show Results: shows that are over. Once compiled, the results will be posted and you can see 
who won each class in each breed all the way to who won Best in Show. 

Once you find a show you want to attend, the first publication you’ll need is the Premium List. This 
provides all the information you need to enter the show including but not limited to: 

• Date of the show 
• Closing Date (date all entries must be received) (usually 2.5 weeks prior to the show date and 

most often on Wednesday) 
• Location 
• Details about the show such as is it indoors or outdoors, is there reserved grooming / crating 

space, what parking is available for regular vehicles and motorhomes, what hours are the show 
site available, what special events might be offered, if there are health clinics or seminars, what 
trophies or prizes* are offered etc.  
*NOTE: see a future article about why you should consider joining your local all-breed club and 
how you can donate prizes for breeds you love 

• Entry fees and entry forms to mail in and information about on-line entries. 
• Who the judges are for each breed, for groups and for best in show as well as for other events 

such as Junior Showmanship, 4-6 Month Puppy Competition, FSS Open Shows, National Owner 
Handled Series, Obedience and Rally Trials and so forth. 
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Sample Premium List Pages 

Following is an example of some Premium List pages… 

  

Entry Forms and Dog Show Classes 

Be sure to fill out the Entry Form with all required information. This can be a bit confusing at first. You 
can always call the superintendent to ask for help. If you print it out to mail in, be sure to print it so the 
Agreement is on the reverse side of the entry form. 

I will say it helps a lot if you are a newbie to have a mentor that is familiar with conformation events and 
how to fill out entries. You’ll need to decide what class to enter your dog in. If you have a young dog, 
you’ll need to pay attention to their birthday. For example, the class for puppies that are at least 6 
months and no more than 9 months means that the day of the show, that puppy must be 6 months. The 
day the puppy turns 6 months he can be exhibited in that class. So my puppy that was born May 30th is 
eligible to show at his first show in the 6-9 month class on November 30th. However the day he turns 9 
months, which would be February 30th if there was a February 30th, he is no longer eligible for the 6-9 
month class and must be moved up to the 9-12 month class. That means if there is a show on February 
29th this year, my puppy can be in the 6-9 month class that day. But on Sunday March 1st, I have to enter 
him in the 9-12 month class. 

For more information about dog show classes, and all the rules applying to dog shows, see this AKC 
publication: http://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/RREGS3.pdf 
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Breed Counts 

After entries close, superintendents usually post the breed counts which show how many of each breed 
are entered. We all wait with baited breath for this because it will be longer before the judging program 
is available. Here are the breed counts for the upcoming show in Austin, Texas. 

 

 



Looking at the counts for Dogo Argentinos we see 

  9  DOGO ARGE  4-5- 0-0 
 

This means there are a total of 9 Dogo Argentinos. 4 class dogs; 5 class bitches; 0 champion (also 
referred to as ‘special’) dogs and 0 champion bitches. 

The names of dogs and owner are never published before the day of the event. They are published in 
the catalog which cannot be sold or viewed until the day of the show. If the show is part of a cluster of 
shows (multiple days and maybe multiple clubs) the catalog often includes all shows for the cluster in 
one catalog. 

Judging Program 

The next publication to watch for is the Judging Program. This will also show the location and basic info, 
but most importantly will show the judging schedule. There is usually an index of breeds in alphabetical 
order showing just the ring # and time, like this: 

 

Then you will find details listed by Ring Number like this: 

 



Looking at this judging program, we see that Samoyeds (for example) are scheduled to be judged in Ring 
2, judged by Dr. Wanda V Spediacci, at 8:30 a.m. after 9 Siberian Huskies, 4 Tibetan Mastiffs and 6 
Standard Schnauzers. It is a reasonable rule of thumb to allow 2.5 minutes per dog. HOWEVER, you are 
expected to be at the ring at 8:30, even if you are the last breed in that group of dogs. It is always 
possible that every other dog scheduled to be judged ahead of you will be absent. If you are not at the 
ring ready to go in when the ring steward calls your class, you are considered absent.  

What’s Next? 

More about what to do when you get there and how to handle and stack your Dogo Argentino in Part II. 

 

 
 

 


